THERE ARE TWO SIDES TO EVERY STORY
Down on the seafront, two Brighton school boys are forced together to build a raft over the summer holidays.
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Why do some objects float and others sink?
To help answer this you are going to build a miniature raft

Can I make a raft that floats using these materials?

You will also need:

Wooden lolly sticks

A large tub, or washing up bowl filled with water

cotton reels

string

Plasticine to make models, small plastic figures
or similar

Can I make a raft that floats when I add objects/weight to it?
Investigate if your raft will still float when you add objects to it.

Teaching notes -

Building a miniature raft

Focus on properties of liquids, gases and solids. Objects with tightly packed molecules are denser and sink.
Objects with more loosely packed molecules are less dense and float. Whether an object sinks or floats depends on its density.
Consider: prediction -> observation -> testing -> reflecting -> suggested improvement
The children should work in pairs chosen randomly via lolly sticks or names in a hat - linking directly to how Alex and Dan are
given no choice about working with each other. Link to PSHE discussion referring to the premise of the story and the quotes
about Alex and Dan.
In pairs, the children then have to make a raft from lolly sticks, cotton reels and string - mirroring the actual materials from
the book (planks, barrels and rope). To represent Alex and Dan on the raft, use two plasticine models, small plastic figures or
similar. To see if the raft floats, fill a large plastic tub or washing up bowl with water. Test once without the figures, then test
with one, then with both to see if it still floats. Discuss the impact of adding weight.
Other activities:
Consider how to make the raft move on the water without touching it. How far can it travel? (Predict, test and record)
In the original design from the book, there is a rudder and an anchor - discuss the purpose of these.
In the story, Alex and Dan have a mascot for their raft (you’ll have to read the story to find out what it is!). Design a mascot for
your raft.
PSHE Evaluation:
Ask the children what they thought about being put with a random partner. How did it make them feel? How well did they
work together? What problems did they overcome and how did they achieve this? Can they predict how Alex and Dan might get
on?

